



BILL 

To consolidate and amend the Laws respecting 
Tolls, Customs, and all other Duties taken 
by local authority in Fairs, Markets, Sea- 
ports, and all other places in Ireland. 



Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee. 



it will be beneficial to Commerce aud Manufac- Preamblei 
tures in Ireland, that they should be free from any undue re- 
strictions, and that no demand of any illegal or oppressive charges should 
be made on the sale or transit of Cattle, Goods, Wares or Merchandize, 

5 and that for that purpose the regulations contained in the Laws in 
force in Ireland respecting Tolls, Customs and Duties taken by local 
authority in the Fairs, Markets, and Seaports there, should be consoli- 
dated and amended; 115(2; it therefore (fettacttH, by The KING’S Schedules of 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the claimed shall 
10 Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia- fhe'cierks 
ment assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT every person 
and every corporation claiming a right to levy any toll, custom or ^corpora-^ 

duty, at any fair or market, or at any town place or port in Ireland, them yearly, 

J . . - , , . • one week be- 

upon the sale, or depositing or exposure tor sale, or upon the transit f oreev ery 
15 of any cattle, goods, wares or merchandize, shall, One clear tveek at 

least before the first day of the summer assizes in this present year, (tear Geo£. 
and in each and every succeeding year , and every such person and 
corporation is and are hereby required to deliver to the clerk of 
the peace of the county city or town within which the fair, market, port 
20 or place shall be situate, where such toll, custom or duty may be claimed 
to be payable, a list or schedule of all tolls, customs, duties or pay- 
ments claimed by any and every such person or corporation respectively 
upon or in respect of any cattle, provisions, goods, wares or merchan- 
183. A dize 
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dize sold, or deposited or exposed for sale at such fairs or markets, 
towns or places, or landed or deposited at such ports, or passing 
through any such fair, market, town, place or port whatever ; and in 
every such schedule there shall be distinctly enumerated the several 
cattle, provisions, articles, goods, wares and merchandizes, liable or 5 
claimed to be liable to any toll, custom or duty payable to the person 
or corporation on whose behalf such list or schedule shall be delivered, 
and the right title or claim under or in respect of which such toll, 
custom or duty shall be demanded shall be stated, whether as cranage, 
murage, pontage, passage, pickage, stallage, sale, transit or other claim 10 
or charge whatever, and whether the same be claimed by patent or 
charter, or by prescription or usage, or how otherwise, and the places 
and times where and when and the occasions on which the same are 
respectively claimed to be payable ; and no such schedule shall contain 
or be allowed to contain any charge made in general terms, or so as to 15 
apply to any article matter or thing not precisely specified in such sche- 
dule; and every such schedule shall be signed with the Christian name and 
surname of the person or persons, or shall have affixed thereto the seal 
of the corporation, by whom or od whose behalf such tolls, duties or 
customs shall be claimed ; and the clerk of the peace to whom such 20 
schedules shall be delivered shall keep a registry of all such schedules, 
and shall give to every person or corporation respectively by whom or 
on whose behalf any such schedule shall be delivered, a certificate of 
having registered such schedule. 

And be it Enacted, That on or before the first day of the summer assizes 25 
in every county in Ireland in this present year and in any ensuing year, 
the clerk of the peace shall deliver or cause to be delivered to the 
secretary of the grand jury of such county, a list of all the places within 
such county from whence, and of the persons or corporations by whom 
such schedules shall have been delivered to such clerk of the peace 30 
under the provisions of this Act ; and such lists shall be published 
with and as part of the presentments at such assizes, with a notice, that 
no tolls, customs or duties can be legally payable or paid, nor shall be 
demanded or paid at any place within such county not included in such 
list ; and such list and notice shall also be inserted once at least in some 35 
paper published in such county, by the clerk of the peace, and his 
charges for the same shall be allowed and presented by the grand jury. 

And be it further Enacted, That all persons collecting any tolls, 
customs or duties for or on behalf of themselves or any person or cor- 
poration claiming the same, at any fair or market or port town or place 
in Ireland, shall erect and affix or shall cause to be erected and affixed 
and shall keep and preserve so erected and fixed during the whole con- 
tinuance of any fair or market, or during the whole time of demanding 
any such tolls, customs or duties, in some conspicuous place at each prin- 
cipal 
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cipal entrance of every such fair or market, town or place, and at the prin- 
cipal quay or landing place at each port, a board having thereon painted a 
schedule in large characters, being and remaining legible, specifying 
distictly every toll, custom or duty claimed upon or in respect of any 
5 cattle, goods, wares, merchandizes, article, matter or thing sold at such 
fair or market, or landed or laden at such port, or deposited or exposed 
for sale at, or passing through any such fair, market, town or place, and 
the Christian name and surnames of every person authorised to collect 
such tolls; customs or duties, and of the names of the person or persons 
10 or corporation claiming right to the same, so that such boards may be 
referred to and examined by all persons desirous of so doing ; and such 
schedule on such board shall bq an exact copy of the schedule delivered 
to the clerk of the peace in pursuance of this Act. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person Penalty on 
15 or cor P ora tion claiming any toll, custom, duty or payment, or for any without h^v- 5 
collector in their behalf; to demand levy or receive anv toll, custom, dutv ing , erected 

..... . J ’ J such boards, 

or payment, without haying previously affixed such boards as aforesaid, 40 '- 
nor any custom, toll, duty or payment not specified in such schedule so 
delivered to the clerk of the peace, and on such painted board so affixed 
20 as aforesaid, upon pain of forfeiting by every person who shall attempt 
to collect or levy any such toll, custom or duty, either in money or kind, 
not specified in such schedule and on such board as aforesaid, or at a 
time when such board shall not be and remain affixed, and the par- 
ticulars thereon legible as aforesaid, shall for every such offence pay the 
25 sum °f Forty shillings to any person suing for the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That every person who shall deface or Penalty on 
remove any such board or boards, or shall be engaged in any riot or suc” S rds 
disturbance in which such board or boards shall be defaced or removed, by force - 5l - 
shall forfeit Five pounds to any person suing for the same. 



30 



35 



And be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons shall be Persons dis- 
dissatisfied with any toll, custom or duty specified in any schedule to be SyTouXj- 
delivered pursuant to this Act, or specified on any board to be erected co£ rf 
pursuant to this Act as a copy of any such schedule, it shall be lawful ^l“ s ^ anch ’ 
for such person to apply to the Court of King’s Bench in Ireland against order il *° be 
the person or corporation claiming such toll, custom or duty ; and it ' 
shall be lawful for such court to grant a rule against such person or 
corporation, to show cause why such toll, custom or duty should not be 
reduced or omitted to be taken, and to be no longer paid or payable ; 
and in default of any cause shown, or in default of sufficient cause shown 
to the satisfaction of the said court, it shall be lawful for such court to 
make any order for the reduction or omission of such toll, custom or 
duty, and the same shall be omitted or reduced accordingly, and shall 
be ordered to be taken out of such schedule and erased or obliterated 



K 
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Court may 
direct an issue 
t<i be tried. 



Such issue, or 
any issue in 
action for 
Tolls, shall be 
tried in an 
indifferent 
county. 

(1 Geo. S. 
c. 17. s. 10.) 



from such board ; and it shall and may be lawful for the said court to 
direct any issue relating to any such toll, custom or duty to be tried by 
a jury, in such manner and at such time and place as such court shall be 
pleased to order and direct : Provided always, That no such issue, nor 
any issue in any action or suit concerning any tolls, duties or customs 
claimed by the corporation of any city, shall be tried by a jury of the 
city or place where such tolls shall be claimed, but every such issue 
shall be tried by a jury of some indifferent county to be appointed by 
the court by which such issue shall be directed, or by the court in which 
such action or suit shall depend. 



5 



10 



4 Anne, 
c. 8. s. 1. 

No Toll for 
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not sold, &c. 



But where 
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reasonable 
Toll may be 
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fore, by per- 
son obliged 
at his own 

it in repair. 

4 Anne, c. 8. 
s. 2. 



And be it further Enacted, That no toll shall be demanded or received 
by any person or corporation, for any cattle, provisions, goods, wares or 
merchandizes whatsoever which shall be driven or carried into or through 
any city, borough, market, town or other place where the same shall not 
be sold consumed or slaughtered ; nor upon any cattle entering markets, 15 
or brought to be sold, if such cattle shall not be sold ; nor upon any pro- 
visions brought in upon cars, nor upon such cars; nor upon horses laden, 
passing through any town or market ; any charter, grant, statute, usage 
Or custom to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding : Provided always, 
That where any person or corporation might immediately before the 20 
passing of this Act lawfully demand or take any toll for any cattle or 
Other goods driven or carried over any bridge, for or in respect of such 
person or corporation being obliged at his or their own costs and charges, 
and not at the costs and charges of any county, county of a city, or 
county of a town, to keep such bridge or bridges in repair, in such case 25 
it shall and may be lawful for such person or corporation to receive and 
take such reasonable toll for such cattle or goods driven or carried over 
such bridge as was actually payable by law before the passing of this 
Act and not otherwise. 



Cattle unsold And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where any cattle shall 30 
uLrketmay remain unsold at any fair or market, it shall be lawful for the owners or 
amy without drivers thereof to carry away such cattle as shall remain unsold, without 
4*Snn^c^8 P a 3 ’* n S any t°N whatsoever for the same ; any charter, grant, statute, 
s. 3. usage or custom to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

Fuel shall pass And be it Enacted, That all turf, furze, coals and faggots for fuel shall 35 
through cities pass into and through every city and town free from all toll, custom or 
^Geo.'s!* perquisite whatsoever, claimed by any officer or member of such city or 

c. 17. s. 27. town ; any charter, grant, usage, statute or custom to the contrary in 

anywise notwithstanding. 

Potatoes shall Aud be it Enacted, That all potatoes sold in cities, towns corpo- 
weight oifly, rate and market towns and elsewhere, shall be sold and delivered by 

according to we ight, and not by measure or in any other way whatsoever, and that 

such 
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such weight shall be according to the avoirdupois pound, fourteen 
pounds whereof shall make a stone, and eight stone one hundred weight, 
and that such potatoes shall be weighed, without fee or reward, at the 
beams and scales of the several places erected and kept pursuant to 
5 law ; and if any master or owner of any ship, vessel or boat, coming 
ioto any port, harbour or town in Ireland, with potatoes, or any market 
man, herbman, herbwoman, huckster, or any other person selling pota- 
toes, shall sell the same by measure or otherwise than by weight, and 
shall be lawfully convicted thereof, every person so offending shall for 
i o every such offence forfeit the value of all such potatoes sold otherwise 
than by weight, and the sum of Sixpence for every stone of such pota- 
toes, and the sum of Sixpence for any quantity under one stone ; and 
every person who shall demand or take any fee or reward for weighing 
any such potatoes, shall forfeit the sum of Twenty shillings, provided 
l ^ complaint be made within Three days after any such offence shall be 
committed. 



avoirdupois, 
141b. a stone, 
8 stone a cwt. 
without fee. 
25 Geo. 2. 
c. 15. s. 12. 



If otherwise, 
on conviction 
by one wit- 

ture of the 
value, and 6d. 

6rf. under. 



And be it further Enacted, That no person shall act as a toll-gatherer 
or collector of tolls in any fair, market, port, town or place, unless by 
virtue of an appointment in writing signed by or in behalf of the person, 
20 or by some known officer of the corporation, claiming right to such 
toll, and which appointment shall contain a true copy of the Schedule of 
Tolls by this Act required to be delivered to the clerk of the peace and 
to be painted on a board in manner aforesaid with relation to such fair, 
market, town or place ; and that whenever and so often as any toll- 
2 <5 gatherer shall seize or detain any cattle, goods, wares or merchandizes, 
for or upon account of any tolls claimed by any corporation, it shall and 
may be lawful to and for any person who shall think himself or them- 
selves aggrieved thereby, to apply to the mayor or chief magistrate of 
such corporation to be informed whether such toll-gatherer has acted 
30 under the authority of such corporation or not, and such mayor or chief 
magistrate is hereby required to give to the person or persons so apply- 
ing a certificate that such toll-gatherer has acted under such authority ; 
and whether such mayor or chief magistrate shall so certify or shall 
refuse to give such certificate, it shall and may in either case be lawful 
33 to and for any person who shall think himself so aggrieved to join the 
treasurer or chamberlain of such corporation with such toll-gatherer in 
any action or replevin which such person may be advised to bring; and 
in case he shall obtain judgment in such action or replevin, by default 
or otherwise, he shall have the like remedy against such treasurer or 
^0 chamberlain as against such toll-gatherer ; and such treasurer or cham- 
berlain shall not be permitted to plead non cepit in such action or re- 
plevin ; and if any toll-gather or collector shall demand or receive any 
toll, custom or duty, without having such his appointment, or contrary 
to the schedule contained therein, or contrary to the schedule painted 
on any such board as aforesaid, or shall refuse to produce such written 
183. B appointment 
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appointment and the schedule therein to any person of whom any toll 
or duty shall be demanded, and who shall require to see and read such 
appointment and schedule, or shall refuse to suffer such person or any 
person on his behalf to read the same, or in case any such mayor or 
chief magistrate shall certify that any such toll-gatherer did not exact 5 
such toll under the authority of such corporation, such toll-gatherer shall 
be subject and liable to a penalty of Twenty shillings, to be recovered 
and levied, on complaint made within Sir days, before any magistrate or 
Justice of peace within his jurisdiction. 



demanding *'^ n d be it further Enacted, That in case any person or corporation, 10 
M^hisAct 1 V 0r an y °® cer an y corporation, shall take demand or collect, or shall 
•i Anne, c. 8. cause to be taken demanded or collected any toll contrary to this Act, 

First offence, ever y such offender shall forfeit for the first offence the sum of Ten 
10s - shillings, on complaint made within Sir days next after such offence 

offence, &c. committed ; and for the second and every other offence, after con vie- 15 
plaint within the sum of Five pounds, on complaint in .either case made within 
Six days. days next after such offence. 



Administer- And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any collector 

mg illegal J 

Oath as to or toll-gatherer, or any officer of any corporation, or person whatever, 

meanor. 1Slk " to administer to any person, at any fair or market, nor for any person to 20 

swear or take at any fair or market, any oath or affirmation not expressly 
authorized by law, with respect or relating to any tolls, duties or customs 
payable or claimed to be payable for or in relating to any cattle, goods, 
wares or merchandizes brought into, or bought or sold or deposited or 
exposed for sale at any such fair or market; and every oath or affirma- 25 
tion relating to such tolls, duties or customs shall be and is hereby 
declared to be unlawful which shall not be expressly required to be 
taken by some Act or Acts of Parliament in force; and every person 
who shall administer, or shall require or propose, or who shall take any 
such oath or affirmation, shall be and is hereby declared to be guilty of a 30 
Misdancanor, and shall and may he proceeded against and indicted and 
punished by fine or imprisonment, as the court before whom such 
offender shall be convicted shall think fit. 



This Act not Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act shall 
&c.of persons he construed to extend or to diminish or alter the rights of any person 25 
Tol™ n except or cor P oration claiming or paying tolls, customs or duties at fairs, mar- 
as provided. kets or ports, or the penalties to which they may become liable, or their 
mode of redress, otherwise than as is expressly provided by this Act ; 

Nor rights nor to affect any tolls or duties or any right to the same, nor anv 

under local . . , . jo j 

Acts. matter or thing relating thereto, contained in any local Act or Acts 

of Parliament relating to any particular person, corporation, town or 
place. 



And 
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And be it further Enacted, That all penalties inflicted by this Act Recovery of 
for any offence against this Act, shall be paid and distributed in manner 
following ; (that is to say) One moiety thereof to the party complaining, 
and the other moiety thereof to the use of the poor of the parish or place 
5 where such offence shall be committed; and that every such penalty 
may be proceeded for and recovered before the chief magistrate or any 
other magistrate of any city, town or borough, or before any one Justice 
of the peace of any county, city, town or place within whose jurisdiction 
such offence shall be committed, upon the confession of the offender, or 
10 upon the oath of the party complaining and of one other credible wit- 
ness, or the oath of any Two witnesses, which oath every such magistrate 
and Justice is hereby empowered to administer; and if such penalty 
shall not be paid immediately on conviction, the same shall be levied by 
distress and sale of the goods of the offender, or in default thereof the 
15 offender shall be committed to the common gaol or house of correction 
for any period not exceeding Owe calendar month. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the expiration of Repeal of 
One calendar month next after the Summer Assizes in this present year, SKSg^ 
the several Acts and parts of Acts hereinafter mentioned shall be re- Tolls * viz - 
pealed; (that is to say) so much of an Act made in the Parliament of 
20 Ireland in the fourth year of the reign of Queen Anne, intituled, “ An 4 Anne(l.) 

“ Act to regulate the taking and exacting Tolls throughout this King- c - 8 - s - 1—5> 

“ dom, and to prevent engrossing Coals in the City of Dublin,” as 
relates to taking and exacting Tolls ; so much of an Act made in the 
Parliament of Ireland in the first year of the reign of his late Majesty 
2 5 King George the Third, intituled, “An Act for reviving, continuing lGeo.s.c. it. 
“ and amending several temporary Statutes, and for other purposes * 7 “- 25 ’ 26 * 

“ therein mentioned,” as relates to Tolls Duties or Customs, or any 
trial or issue respecting the same ; the whole of an Act made in the 
Parliament of Ireland in the thirty-second year of the said reign, in- 
30 tituled, “ An Act to prevent Abuses in the Collection of Tolls;” and 33 Geo. 3. (I.) 
the whole of an Act made in the Parliament of the United Kingdom c ‘ 29 ' 
in the fifty-seventh year of the reign of his said late Majesty, intituled, 

“ An Act for the regulation of levying Toffs at Fairs Markets and 57 G eo. 3. 

“ Ports in Ireland ; ” and the said Acts and parts of Acts are hereby c - 108 - 
repealed accordingly. 
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11 Geo. IV. — Sess. 1830. 



